
    ILDCAT NEWS

The conclusion of the 2023-24 school year is quickly approaching and the Class of 2024 will soon be
walking across the stage at the end of May. Our Class of 2024 graduates have a wide array of unique
talents and interests. Some will choose higher education, some will choose to enter the workforce, and
some will choose to enter the military. With that said, the “mission” of Blair-Taylor School District is to
“educate all learners to reach their potential as productive citizens”. To further define this mission, it
means that we strive to send our graduates on their future path with a strong work ethic, empathy for
others, strong communication skills, critical thinking skills, problem-solving skills, time management
skills, and the ability to achieve goals, happiness, and serve productively to our society.  

Not all of our graduates are in the top 10% academically. Not all of our graduates have a perfect
disciplinary record. Our students are real, they do their best with their situations in life and surrounding
support from family and community. In life, there will be bumps in the road, and there will be mistakes
made. How our graduates respond to those bumps and mistakes define who they are, and what they
learned while at Blair-Taylor School District, family, and our community. My hope is that all of our
graduates have the “grit” to persevere through an imperfect world and achieve their goals. Attitude,
mindset, and how individuals treat themselves and others is a majority of the equation to achieve
success.             

In closing, congratulations to the graduating Class of 2024. It’s been a blessing to serve each of you
since you were in 4th grade. Be proud of who you are! Whatever you choose to do in the future, make it
meaningful and do it well! I wish you all the absolute best of luck with future endeavors and we’re
always here for you!

Sincerely, 
Lynn Halverson
Superintendent

A Message From Our Superintendent, Mr. Lynn Halverson
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WALL OF INSPIRATION
*Please note that two individuals will be inducted at the conclusion of the 2023-24 school year.
Blair-Taylor School District is accepting nominations for our beautiful Wall of Inspiration. We want to
recognize current or past residents of the Blair-Taylor School District who have excelled in the areas of
service, contributions, leadership, character and impact on others. The nomination criteria are listed
below. 

Nomination Criteria:
Nominees can be living or deceased.
Must be a past or present resident of Blair-Taylor School District.
Nominees do not have to be a graduate of Blair-Taylor School District.
Nomination forms must be completed and submitted to the Blair-Taylor School District Office or
online. No verbal nominations will be accepted.
Nominations are unlimited.
No self nominations.  

Nomination forms can be obtained in the elementary, middle/high, or district office. 
Or nominations can be submitted by using the following QR code:

Nominations are due by Friday, May 17, 2024.



STATE EXAMS
During the spring of each year, many of our students are required to take state

assessments. Students in grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, & 10 will be taking the Wisconsin

FORWARD Exam. The FORWARD Exam is administered online and tests include:

grades 3-8 in English Language Arts (ELA) and mathematics,

grades 4 and 8 in Science and,

grades 4, 8, and 10 in Social Studies.

Freshmen and Sophomores take the PreACT Secure online assessment. This

assessment is aligned to the ACT and the ACT College and Career Readiness

Standards. PreACT Secure measures what students have learned in the areas of

English, Reading, Mathematics, and Science.

Juniors take the ACT with writing which includes Reading, Math, English, Science and

Writing. For the first time, the students will be taking the online version of the ACT.

Scores from the ACT can be used by students for a variety of purposes including

college admission, scholarships, and course placement. 

PROM
Prom will take place on April 13th from 8:00-11:30 p.m. The Grand March will be at

8:30 p.m. in the auditorium. Everyone is welcome!

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION
Graduation will take place on Saturday, May 25th at 1:00 p.m. The ceremony will be

held in the gymnasium.  

The Baccalaureate and Senior Award Ceremony will take place in the auditorium the

Sunday before graduation on May 19th beginning at 5:30 p.m. All seniors and their

families are welcome to attend. 

ELEMENTARY SUMMER SCHOOL
Blair-Taylor Elementary Summer School will once again be offering a summer school

program two days (Wednesday & Thursday) a week for six weeks. Summer school will

run from 8:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. each day. Students attending summer school will

receive free breakfast and lunch each day. Students eligible for Kindergarten - 5th

grade in the fall of 2024 can attend. 

Mrs. Beth Lisowski
District Principal

lisowb@btsd.k12.wi.us

From the desk of Mrs. Lisowski

mailto:eided@btsd.k12.w.us


April 13
April 26
April 24
April 29

May 9
May 14
May 19
May 24
May 25
May 27
May 30
May 31

Junior Prom
Teacher Inservice (No School for students)
4K / Head Start Registration
MS/HS Parent Teacher Conferences 4:00 - 7:30 p.m. 
Senior Exit Interviews
MS/HS Spring Concert
Baccalaureate and Senior Award Ceremony @5:30 p.m.
3rd - 5th grade Spring Concert
High School Graduation @1:00 p.m. 
Memorial Day - No School
Kindergarten Graduation @1:00 p.m. 
Last Student Day 

Bussing/Transportation will be provided for students by area pick up/drop off locations. 

The pick up/drop off locations will be:                     Blair                                  Taylor                                   Ettrick
                                                                          2nd & Immell                   Taylor Cenex                     Beaches Corners

                                                                           Blair Library            2nd & Pearl (Old School)

                                                                        Center & Knutson

Summer School Dates:

June 12 & 13                 June 26 & 27               July 17 & 18
June 19 & 20                 July 10 & 11                July 24 & 25

Registration for elementary summer school will be coming home with students at the end of April.

4K/Head Start registration will be on Wednesday, April 24th, 2024 from 3:00 - 6:00 PM
in the Blair-Taylor Elementary School commons area. It will run similarly to other open
houses — come when best for you. Parents can come sign up their children to attend
our 4K program for the next school year. Parents can also come in to see our Early
Learning Center facility at registration. Due to this event being focused on paperwork
and answering parent questions, future students do not have to be present. 

Our 4K program runs four full days a week— Monday - Thursday. Children need to be
four years old before September 1, 2024 to qualify. Call the school if you have any
questions at 608-989-9835 or the Head Start program and talk with Kim Serum or
Karen Robertson at 608-989-9860. Thanks! 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
DISTRICT EVENTS

4K / Head Start Registration 



Reading Corner
This year’s One School, One Read book was Roald Dahl’s Charlie and the Chocolate

Factory. A new book was gifted to each family just before Spring Break for this

project. All chapters were recorded by various staff members for everyone to enjoy.

All this was made possible by a generous donation and partnership with the Blair-

Preston Library. Immense appreciation to Mrs. McNamer for ordering & funding the

books and all the staff members who recorded the story. The recordings will no

longer be available at the time of printing this newsletter; however it is never too

late to read the book as a family. (There are many audio book platforms available

with a wide selection of titles.) Reading a book as a family builds relationships,

generates discussion, and expands vocabulary and academic knowledge. Everyone

wins!

I stumbled across the following acronym when researching another project. Yes, it

is geared towards students, although it is applicable to everyday life.  

 

 I C.A.N.                C - I can complete my work. I can be creative.

                            A - I can be accurate. I can do my work with a good attitude.

                            N - I can do my work neatly.

What tasks need to be completed with a “can do” approach? Washing the dishes,

pet chores, studying for a test, picking up toys, taking out the trash, etc. 

Yes, you C.A.N!

Keep reading & have a great month!

Mr. Nelson

BTSD Title 1

with Mr. Nelson

Mr. Scott Nelson
Title One / Reading Specialist

nelsos@btsd.k12.wi.us

mailto:nelsos@btsd.k12.wi.us


Congratulations to the following seniors who achieved the accomplishment of earning Summa Cum Laude

Honors; which means they participated and excelled in vigorous course work throughout high school. There

are three levels of honors, with Summa Cum Laude being the highest level you can achieve. 

Summa Cum Laude
C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 3

Students are listed in alphabetical order by last name. 



CRUNCHY VEGETABLE WRAPS
4 tablespoons cream cheese, low-fat

2 flour tortillas

1/3 tablespoon Ranch dressing (1 teaspoon)

1/4 cup broccoli (washed and chopped)

1/4 cup carrot (peeled and grated)

1/4 cup zucchini (washed and cut into small strips)

1/4 cup summer squash (yellow, washed and cut into small strips)

1/2 tomato (diced)

1/8 cup green bell pepper (seeded and diced)

2 tablespoons chives (chopped fine)

DIRECTIONS
Wash hands with soap and water.1.

In a small bowl, stir ranch dressing into cream cheese; chill.2.

Wash and chop vegetables.3.

Steam broccoli in microwave for 1 minute with 1 tablespoon of water.4.

Spread cream cheese onto flour tortilla, staying one inch from edge. Sprinkle vegetables over cream cheese.

Roll tortilla tightly.

5.

Chill for 1 to 2 hours before serving (the wrap will hold its shape better). With a sharp knife slice into circles

and serve.

6.

Be creative. Try different vegetables, herbs, and spices. For examples, try green beans, lettuce, radishes, corn;

dill, oregano, basil, mint, curry, or chili powder.

You can substitute pre-made flavored cream cheeses, such as chive, herb, or vegetable.

Mrs. Jenny Semb
School Nurse

sembj@btsd.k12.wi.us

From the desk of Mrs. Semb

mailto:eided@btsd.k12.w.us


Wow! This school year has been flying by! It’s difficult to believe that it’s already April and MS/HS classes are well

into third trimester at this point.

Due to time constraints, I am just going to offer a quick peek at what’s been going on in the library since my last

installment of this column (Fall of 2023).

CHANGE
As we all know, change is a part of life.  

In addition, most of us are well aware that staffing shortages have impacted a number of industries and

occupations. Education is no exception. 

Due to staffing changes/issues, this school year has been a bit of a rollercoaster for us in the library, though we

continue to strive to meet both staff and student needs to the best of our ability.

One change is that our (formerly) full-time library media aide, Mrs. Armitage, has transitioned to a new

role/position in the district office. At the present time, she typically works in the district office in the morning and

then works in the library in the afternoon. This amounts to a reduction of .5 for us in terms of library staffing, as

she usually works four hours in the library, as opposed to eight.

In addition, earlier this school year, it was determined that I (Mrs. Joten) would need to help out with middle

school English/Language Arts (MS ELA). In early October, I started teaching MS ELA three days a week, and

working in the library for two. Initially, it was hoped that I may only need to teach MS ELA for a short time (a few

weeks), until someone else could be hired. That was not to be. Here we are in April, and I am still teaching MS ELA

three days a week, and I fully expect to be doing so until the end of the school year.

Fortunately, our district was able to find a local retired school librarian (Mrs. Sharon Ivers) who was willing to

come in on a “long-term substitute” basis to work in the library on most of the days that I teach MS ELA. We are

grateful for her help. Thank you, Mrs. Ivers!!!

Through all the changes this school year, one staff member has remained constant: Mrs. McNamer. Most of you

likely know that she works at the school library for four hours in the morning, and then heads to her job as Library

Director for Blair-Preston Public Library. While she’s long been an exceptional member of our staff and an asset to

the district, in light of all the recent changes related to library staffing, I would be remiss if I did not attempt to

convey how grateful we are for all she does. Thank you, Mrs. McNamer!!!

Thankfully, the administration & school board have been focusing heavily on improving staff attraction &

retention. Parents & community members showed their support of this, in part, by voting to approve the

operational referendum. We know it will take some time for these efforts to show results, but we are hopeful for

the future.

Thank you for your continued support of our school district and our library!















SUMMER FOOD PROGRAM

The Blair-Taylor School District is happy to announce it will once again sponsor the

Summer Food Service Program. This program helps fill a void when regular school

meals are not available, helping to meet the nutritional needs of children during the

summer. The Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) is funded by the U.S. Department of

Agriculture (USDA) and is administered by the Wisconsin Department of Public

Instruction (DPI). The program provides nutritious meals to children during the summer.

Free meals will be offered to all children 18 years of age and under. The SFSP will

coincide with the Blair-Taylor summer school program; however, persons may receive

free meals even if they choose not to enroll in the summer school program. The SFSP

meals will be available Wednesdays and Thursdays only, starting June 12th, 2024 and

continue through July 25th, 2024. Please note that meals will not be available the week

of July 4th. Meals will be served in the elementary commons at the Blair-Taylor School,

N31024 Elland Road, Blair, WI 54616. Breakfast will be served in the elementary

commons from 7:45 am -8:15 am and lunch will be available from 11:00 am-12:00 pm.

Mrs. Kim Tenneson
Director of Food Service

tennek@btsd.k12.wi.us

From the Library
In 2020, the Blair-Preston Public Library sponsored a book vending machine for the Blair-Taylor Elementary

School. Since that time, public librarian Kris McNamer has had the honor of handing out special coins for the

machine to each of the school’s Students of the Month! Over 100 new books have been given out each school year

for students to keep. We would like to thank the BT School District and elementary staff for making this

partnership work.

From the desk of Mrs.Tenneson 

mailto:eided@btsd.k12.w.us


SUMMER FOOD DISTRIBUTION
In addition to offering both breakfast and lunch Wednesdays and Thursdays during summer

school, Blair-Taylor School District will also operate a summer food distribution program

offering 5 days of meals for all children 18 years of age and younger starting June 9th, 2024.

The pick-up day will be on Tuesdays of each week at two locations, the Blair-Taylor

Elementary School and the Taylor Community Center (old school). Pick-up times will be 9:00

am-11:00 am. If you have questions, please contact the Blair-Taylor Elementary office at 

(608) 989-9835.

USDA NON-DISCRIMINATION STATEMENT 
In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil

rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and

institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from

discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or

retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by

USDA.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program

information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), should contact

the Agency (State or local) where they applied for benefits. Individuals who are deaf, hard of

hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at

(800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other

than English.

To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination

Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online at: How to File a Complaint, and at any USDA office,

or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested

in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your

completed form or letter to USDA by:

mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture

              Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil

              1400 Independence Avenue, SW

              Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;

fax: (202) 690-7442; or

email: program.intake@usda.gov.p

Claim forms are also available on the Blair-Taylor School website.

https://www.btsd.k12.wi.us/

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

SUBSTITUTE POSITIONS
The Blair-Taylor Nutrition team is currently looking for energetic, enthusiastic individuals

who would be interested in becoming a substitute in the school kitchens. If you are interested

in helping us out, please contact Kim Tenneson at 608-989-9835 ext. 232 for details.

Blair-Taylor is also accepting applications for substitute paraprofessionals. Please call the

office at 608-989- 9835 for more information.

http://btsd.k12.wi.us/
http://btsd.k12.wi.us/
http://btsd.k12.wi.us/
http://btsd.k12.wi.us/
http://btsd.k12.wi.us/
http://btsd.k12.wi.us/
http://btsd.k12.wi.us/
http://btsd.k12.wi.us/
http://btsd.k12.wi.us/
http://btsd.k12.wi.us/
http://btsd.k12.wi.us/
http://btsd.k12.wi.us/
http://btsd.k12.wi.us/
http://btsd.k12.wi.us/
http://btsd.k12.wi.us/
http://btsd.k12.wi.us/
http://btsd.k12.wi.us/
http://btsd.k12.wi.us/
http://btsd.k12.wi.us/
http://btsd.k12.wi.us/
http://btsd.k12.wi.us/
http://btsd.k12.wi.us/
http://btsd.k12.wi.us/
http://btsd.k12.wi.us/
http://btsd.k12.wi.us/
http://btsd.k12.wi.us/
http://btsd.k12.wi.us/
http://btsd.k12.wi.us/
http://btsd.k12.wi.us/
http://btsd.k12.wi.us/
http://btsd.k12.wi.us/
http://btsd.k12.wi.us/
http://btsd.k12.wi.us/
http://btsd.k12.wi.us/
http://btsd.k12.wi.us/
http://btsd.k12.wi.us/
http://btsd.k12.wi.us/
http://btsd.k12.wi.us/
http://btsd.k12.wi.us/
http://btsd.k12.wi.us/
http://btsd.k12.wi.us/


April 2024 Breakfast & Lunch Menu



May 2024 Breakfast & Lunch Menu

Summer School Breakfast & Lunch Menu



REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD MEETINGS:

3rd Monday of each month

United Campus Board Room

5:30 p.m.

Neil Kniseley
N5451 Pete Coulee Rd.
Taylor, WI 54959
Home: 715-869-0638
knisen@btsd.k12.wi.us

Dr. Blaine Koxlien
PO BOX 67
Blair, WI 54616
work: 608-989-2528
koxlib@btsd.k12.wi.us

Perry Kujak
W14419 Hillcrest Rd
Blair, WI 54616
Home: 608-989-2510
Cell: 608-797-6160
kujakp@btsd.k12.wi.us

Sarah Staff
W16133 Big Slough Rd.
Hixton, WI 54635
Home: 715-984-2309
staffs@btsd.k12.wi.us

Michele Steien
W15771 Jackson Road
Taylor, WI 54659
Cell: 715-299-8025
steiem@btsd.k12.wi.us

Troy Tenneson
N25277 US Hwy 53
Ettrick, WI 54627
Home: 608-525-5672
Cell: 507-459-3451
tennet@btsd.k12.wi.us

David Thompson
N25955 Joe Coulee Rd
Blair, WI 54616
Cell: 608-792-3162
thompd@btsd.k12.wi.us

AWARDS
A huge congratulations has to go out to Jackson Shramek on his

second state championship in Wrestling!

All-Conference Award Winners
Wrestling: Jackson Shramek - Senior 

                Ben Lien - Senior

                Ryan Flynn - Senior

                Easton Rogstad - Sophomore

Girls Basketball:  Samantha Aguilar - Sophomore - 1st Team

                           Andi Beck - Sophomore - 2nd Team

                           Andrea Waldera - Sophomore - 2nd Team

Boys Basketball: Ethan Kniseley - Junior - 1st Team

Mr, Randy Storlie
Athletic Director

storlr@btsd.k12.wi.us

From the desk of Mr. Storlie

C U R R E N T  S C H O O L  B O A R D  M E M B E R S :

WIAA SPRING TOURNAMENTS
Blair-Taylor has been chosen again this year by the WIAA to host both the Sectional Finals in Baseball and Softball. This is the

fourth time that Blair-Taylor will host the Sectional Final in Softball and the second time for the Baseball Sectional. The

Softball Final will take place on Thursday, May 30th at 5 pm. The Baseball Final will be on Tuesday, June 4th starting at 10 am.

TRACK INVITATIONALS AT BLAIR-TAYLOR
Blair-Taylor will be hosting two Track Meets this year one for the high school squad and one for the middle school squad. The

Lien/Anderson Invite for the varsity squads will be hosted on Tuesday, April 30th and the Middle School meet will be held on

Friday, May 3rd .



March 28
April 4
April 5
April 8
April 9

April 11

April 12
April 15
April 16
April 18
April 19
April 20

April 22
April 23
April 25
April 26
April 27
April 29

May 2
May 3
May 7

May 13
May 16
May 17

May 23, 28-29
June 4

June 11-12

at Brookwood
Fall Creek
Stanley-Boyd
Osseo-Fairchild
at Whitehall
at Luther
JV to run at the same time
Augusta
at Caledonia
at Mel-Min
at GET
at CFC
at Bangor
JV to start at 10 am
Arcadia
Indee-Gilmanton
at Augusta
Alma-Pepin
at Luther
at Immanuel
at Lincoln
at Eleva-Strum
Whitehall
Mel-Min
Lincoln
Eleva-Strum
Regionals
Sectional
State

Bus
2:30 pm

3:45 pm
2:30 pm

2:30 pm
3:00 pm
3:30 pm
3:00 pm
8:15 am

3:00 pm

Vans
2:30 pm
3:15 pm
3:15 pm

Baseball 2024

March 28
April 2
April 4
April 5
April 8
April 9

April 11
April 15
April 16
April 18
April 19
April 20

April 22
April 23
April 25
April 26
April 29
April 30

May 2
May 3
May 7

May 13
May 16, 21, 23

May 28, 30
June 6-8

at BRF
Lincoln
Fall Creek
Eleva-Strum
Osseo-Fairchild
at Whitehall
at Stratford
Loyal
at Mel-Min
at GET
at CFC
at Bangor
JV to start at 10 am
at Prescott
Indee-Gilmanton
at Arcadia
Alma-Pepin
Augusta
at Immanuel
at Lincoln
at Eleva-Strum
Whitehall
Mel-Min
Regionals
Sectional
State

Bus 
3:00 pm

3:45 pm
1:30 pm

3:15 pm
3:30 pm
3:00 pm
8:00 am

1:00 pm

3:30 pm

3:00 pm
3:30 pm
3:15 pm

Start Time
4:30 pm

4:30 pm

11:30am

4:30 pm

4:30 pm

Softball 2024

March 15
March 23
March 28

April 9
April 11
April 18
April 22
April 27
April 30

May 2
May 9

May 16
May 20
May 23
May 31

at St. Mary’s
at UWL
at Stout
at Bangor
at Indee Relay
at Augusta
at Whitehall
at UWL
at Blair-Taylor
at Whitehall
at Mel-Min 
at Whitehall
Regional at Luther
Sectional at Bangor
State at UWL

Bus
1:45 pm
7:00 am
1:30 pm (Vans)
2:00 pm
3:10 pm
2:45 pm
3:00 pm
7:00 am

3:00 pm
2:00 pm
2:45 pm

Start Time
3:30 pm
9:00 am
4:00 pm
4:00 pm
4:45 pm
4:30 pm
4:00 pm
9:00 am

4:00 pm
4:00 pm
4:00 pm

High School Track 2024

April 19
April 25
April 29

May 3
May 10

at GET
at Lincoln
at Arcadia
at Blair-Taylor
at Whitehall

Bus
2:55 pm
2:45 pm
2:55 pm

4:00 pm

Start Time
4:00 pm
4:00 pm
4:00 pm
4:00 pm
4:00 pm

Middle School Track 2024

Blair-Taylor Spring Sport Schedule as of April 1st
Please remember that spring sports are scheduled to change due to weather conditions. So please check with the school, or
your child's coaches, if activities are still on when the weather becomes questionable.
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